
The Dream Divorce

Do you dream of the day when your divorce is done, when you’re living in 
your own space, when you can have a normal conversation with your ex 

about your kids without raising your voices? It’s NOT impossible. 
You Can Have…
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Tampa, FL  33609
www.OpenPalmLaw.com 

DIVORCE WITHOUT COURT BY JORYN JENKINS

Collaborative Process 
Testimonials

Jessica Dixon, January 2015

When I came into the process, I wasn’t talking to my husband, just texting or e-mailing, because I didn’t want my son 
thinking we were getting back together. What I learned was that it was more important for my son to see we do get along, 
especially so that he didn’t try to play us off  against each other as he has in the past.
 
My lawyers were truly amazing; the first meeting especially was a roller coaster, not knowing what to expect. I still 
remember what Joryn said when I stormed out, so angry and so frustrated. “Just come back and talk; 
say what you have to say.” I trusted her and, even as unsure as I was, because I trusted her, we still accomplished 
something, even at that meeting.

I was surprised that we were able to listen to each other as well as we did. ...[T]he professionals were so active in helping 
us hear each other’s points of  view. It certainly sounds different when someone else says it, even when it’s the same 
thing your husband just said.
 
It was a surprise that I got what I wanted and he got what he wanted. But what I wanted changed during the 
process, and we ended up compromising in the end. It was not the battle I expected; it was not hostile. He heard me out, 
and I heard him out. I was able to say what I needed to say about how I really felt and he listened to me. I think he did 
the same, saying what he needed to say, and I listened to him.
 
The most amazing thing was how we were all on the same team, all of  the neutrals and our lawyers, mine and his, and 
both of  us, just trying to get this resolved. I learned how to communicate with him, to wait it out, to calm down, and to 
think about the words I would say that could make our discussion better instead of  worse.

      Jessica will continue to apply her new communication skills 
     as she co-parents with Michael going forward.

 
 

Michael Dixon, February 2015

I had the usual concerns about going through a divorce: that the process was fair, that I would be heard, 
and that it would not be a long, drawn out process.

Did anything surprise me during the process? Yes…that emotions surfaced that I thought had been 
resolved and put away a long time ago.
 
But I felt that I had a voice and that I would be heard.  It wasn’t a lopsided process, I liked that.  I also 
liked that it was timely.  I liked working with the team…they gave Jessica and I the helping hand we 
needed to get through it. We were able to explain to one another (and hear each other) on how our son 
felt.  It allowed us to share what he was saying in a neutral and safe setting without involving him in the 
process and potentially exposing him to conflict.
 
I liked that the process was goal centered and common ground was easy to find.  

      Michael will continue to discover common ground with 
 Jessica as he co-parents with her into the future.


